
 
Grade 12 Summer Reading 2019: INDIVIDUAL vs SOCIETY 
Part of the human condition is the evolution of the individual as he or she is influenced by the society in which they develop.  At times the 
individual must challenge the expectations and standards, speak out for injustice, and be willing to sacrifice him/herself for their beliefs.  
 

GUIDING QUESTIONS:  
How do these novels illustrate and reflect 
the conflict between the individual and 
society as s/he struggles for autonomy in 
an oppressively authoritarian environment.  
 
What are the implications for our world 
and for us as individuals as we face the 
challenges of the 21st century?  
 
 

GUIDING QUESTIONS:  
How does your choice book selection(s) help you to think about the themes in your required 
books? 
 
You will be responsible for including and bringing in thematic connections between all the 
texts you read. 

Grade 12 Required Texts: 
ClassicsPaired with Choice Book(s) 

Fiction Nonfiction 

Required Reading for all Rising 12th 
Grade Students:  
 

1. Lord of the Flies​ by William 
Golding  

2. Brave New World​ by Aldous 
Huxley 

3. Select one additional text from 
the Fiction or the NonFiction list. 

 
Assignment: ​Please read the following 
Socratic Seminar instructions carefully to 
prepare for the beginning of school.  
 
Socratic Seminar Instructions 
 
 

1. If Beale Street Could Talk​, James 
Baldwin 

2. Go Tell It on the Mountain​, James 
Baldwin 

3. Native Son​, Richard Wright 
4. Edgar Sawtell ​, David Wrobleski 
5. The Handmaid’s Tale​, Margaret 

Atwood 
6. In the Time of the Butterflies​, Julia 

Alvarez 
7. The Bride Price​, Buchi Emecheta 
8. The Road​, Cormac McCarthy 
9. The Jungle​, Upton Sinclair 
10. Anthem​, Ayn Rand 
11. The Dew Breakers​, Edwidge 

Dandicat 
12. One Flew Over the Cuckoos’s Nest​, 

Ken Kesey 
13. Player Piano​, Kurt Vonnegut 
14. The Gift of Rain​,Tan Twan Eng 
15. Ready Player One​, Ernest Cline 
16. Fahrenheit 451​, Ray Bradbury 
17. Siddhartha​, Hermann Hesse 
18. Crime and Punishment​, Fyodor 

Dostoevsky 
19. The Idiot​. Fyodor Dostoevsky 
20. Down River​, John Hart 
21. Paradise of the Blind ​, Duong Thu 

Huong 
 
 

1. Becoming​,Michelle Obama 
2. Dreams of My Father​,Barack Obama  
3. Man Alive: A True Story of Violence, 

Forgiveness and Becoming a Man​, 
Thomas Page McBee  

4. Mexican Whiteboy​,  Matt de la Pena 
5. The Wall: Growing Up Behind the 

Iron Curtain​, Peter Sís 
6. The Color of Water: A Black Man's 

Tribute to His White Mother​ ​, James 
McBride 

7. Between the World and Me​, 
Ta-Nehisi Coates 

8. Born a Crime: Stories from a South 
African Childhood​, Trevor Noah  

9. The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a 
Girlhood Among Ghosts​, Maxine 
Hong Kingston  

10. Americanized: Rebel Without a 
Green Card ​, Sara Saedi 

11. The Short and Tragic Life of Robert 
Peace: A Brilliant Young Man Who 
Left Newark for the Ivy League​ ​, Jeff 
Hobbs 

12. Manchild in the Promised Land​, 
Claude Brown  

13. The Distance Between Us: A Memoir 
Reyna Grande 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zUls_DRk0tbFKBdRXw8o1G_IfX-BleCnH8kf4xNomLg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/If-Beale-Street-Could-Talk/dp/0307275930/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1UFSZEJS9YRL2&keywords=if+beale+street+could+talk&qid=1560787135&s=gateway&sprefix=If+Beal%2Caps%2C131&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Go-Tell-Mountain-Vintage-International/dp/0345806549/ref=sr_1_1?crid=20J5HM9LSX0YF&keywords=go+tell+it+on+the+mountain+by+james+baldwin&qid=1560787187&s=gateway&sprefix=Go+tell+it+%2Caps%2C127&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Native-Perennial-Classics-Richard-Wright/dp/006083756X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=native+son&qid=1560787242&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Story-Edgar-Sawtelle-Novel-P-S/dp/0061374237/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=edgar+sawtell&qid=1560786154&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Handmaids-Tale-Margaret-Atwood/dp/038549081X/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=the+handmaids+tale&qid=1560787353&s=gateway&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Time-Butterflies-Julia-Alvarez/dp/1565129768/ref=sr_1_1?crid=16OCJY05M70Y6&keywords=in+the+time+of+the+butterflies+by+julia+alvarez&qid=1560787395&s=gateway&sprefix=In+the+time+of+%2Caps%2C130&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Time-Butterflies-Julia-Alvarez/dp/1565129768/ref=sr_1_1?crid=16OCJY05M70Y6&keywords=in+the+time+of+the+butterflies+by+julia+alvarez&qid=1560787395&s=gateway&sprefix=In+the+time+of+%2Caps%2C130&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Road-Cormac-McCarthy/dp/0307387895/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1560787494&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Jungle-Dover-Thrift-Editions/dp/0486419231/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=the+jungle&qid=1560787560&s=gateway&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Anthem-Ayn-Rand/dp/1979120919/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=anthem&qid=1560787624&s=gateway&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Dew-Breaker-Edwidge-Danticat/dp/1400034299/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+dew+breakers&qid=1560787678&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/One-Flew-Over-Cuckoos-Nest/dp/0451163966/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2TGGHJTEXS9DP&keywords=one+flew+over+the+cuckoo%27s+nest+book&qid=1560787762&s=gateway&sprefix=one+flew+over%2Caps%2C136&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Player-Piano-Novel-Kurt-Vonnegut/dp/0385333781/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=player+piano&qid=1560787819&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Gift-Rain-Tan-Twan-Eng/dp/1602860742/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+gift+of+rain&qid=1560787867&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ready-Player-One-Ernest-Cline/dp/0307887448/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=ready+player+one&qid=1560787978&s=gateway&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Fahrenheit-451-Ray-Bradbury/dp/1451673310/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=farenheit+451&qid=1560788032&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Siddhartha-Novel-Hermann-Hesse/dp/0553208845/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=siddharth&qid=1560788184&s=gateway&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Crime-Punishment-Volokhonsky-Translation-Classics/dp/0679734503/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=crime+and+punishment&qid=1560788260&s=books&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Idiot-Translated-Eva-M-Martin/dp/1420959115/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=the+idiot&qid=1560788294&s=books&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Down-River-John-Hart/dp/0312359314/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=down+river&qid=1560788332&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Paradise-Blind-Duong-Thu-Huong/dp/0060505591/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=paradise+of+the+blind&qid=1560788371&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Becoming-Michelle-Obama/dp/1524763136
https://www.amazon.com/Dreams-My-Father-Story-Inheritance/dp/1400082773
https://www.amazon.com/Man-Alive-Violence-Forgiveness-Becoming/dp/0872866246
https://www.amazon.com/Man-Alive-Violence-Forgiveness-Becoming/dp/0872866246
https://www.amazon.com/Mexican-WhiteBoy-Matt-Pe%C3%B1a/dp/0440239389
https://www.amazon.com/Wall-Growing-Behind-Curtain-Caldecott/dp/0374347018
https://www.amazon.com/Wall-Growing-Behind-Curtain-Caldecott/dp/0374347018
https://www.amazon.com/Color-Water-Black-Tribute-Mother/dp/159448192X
https://www.amazon.com/Color-Water-Black-Tribute-Mother/dp/159448192X
https://www.amazon.com/Color-Water-Black-Tribute-Mother/dp/159448192X
https://www.amazon.com/Between-World-Me-Ta-Nehisi-Coates/dp/0451482212
https://www.amazon.com/Born-Crime-Stories-African-Childhood-ebook/dp/B01DHWACVY
https://www.amazon.com/Born-Crime-Stories-African-Childhood-ebook/dp/B01DHWACVY
https://www.amazon.com/Woman-Warrior-Memoirs-Girlhood-Ghosts/dp/0679721886
https://www.amazon.com/Woman-Warrior-Memoirs-Girlhood-Ghosts/dp/0679721886
https://www.amazon.com/Americanized-Rebel-Without-Green-Card/dp/1524717797
https://www.amazon.com/Americanized-Rebel-Without-Green-Card/dp/1524717797
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Tragic-Life-Robert-Peace/dp/1476731918
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Tragic-Life-Robert-Peace/dp/1476731918
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Tragic-Life-Robert-Peace/dp/1476731918
https://www.amazon.com/Short-Tragic-Life-Robert-Peace/dp/1476731918
https://www.amazon.com/Manchild-Promised-Land-Claude-Brown/dp/145163157X/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=manchild+in+the+promise+land&qid=1560788676&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Distance-Between-Us-Memoir/dp/1451661789
https://www.amazon.com/Distance-Between-Us-Memoir/dp/1451661789

